The Parties, RECOGNIZING that the long-term chemical, biological, and physical processes and cycles of the Earth system are undergoing continuous alteration that is both natural in origin and human-induced, in what is known as global change; CONCERNED that our scientific knowledge of the earth system and our common understanding of the environmental, economic and social effects on development caused by these changes is incomplete;
on ecosystems and biodiversity, socio-economic impacts, and technologies and economic aspects associated with the mitigation of and adaptation to global change; b)
Conduct or select for sponsorship scientific programs and projects on the basis of their regional relevance and scientific merit as determined by scientific review; c) Pursue on a regional scale that research which cannot be pursued by any individual State or institution and dedicate itself to scientific issues of regional importance; d) Improve the scientific and technical capabilities and research infrastructure of the States of the region by identifying and promoting the development of facilities for the implementation of data management and by the scientific and technical training of professionals; e) Foster standardization, collection, analysis and exchange of scientific data relevant to global change; f) Improve public awareness and provide scientific information to governments for the development of public policy relevant to global change; g) Promote cooperation among the different research institutions of the region; and h) Promote cooperation with research institutions in other regions.
Article III Scientific Agenda
In pursuit of the above objectives, the Institute shall have an evolving Scientific Agenda, reflecting an appropriate balance among biogeographical areas of scientific importance; an integration of scientific, economic and sociological research; and shall focus on such regional issues as the Conference of the Parties shall determine, in accordance with Articles V, VI, VII and VIII. The initial Scientific Agenda shall include:
a)
The study of tropical ecosystems and biogeochemical cycles;
b)
The study of impacts of climate change on biodiversity;
c) The study of El Niño Southern Oscillation and interannual climate variability;
d) The study of ocean/atmosphere/land interactions in the intertropical Americas;
e) Comparative studies of oceanic, coastal and estuarine processes in temperate zones; f)
Comparative studies of temperate terrestrial ecosystems; and g) High latitude processes.
Article IV

Organs
The organs of the Institute are:
a) The Conference of the Parties; b)
The Executive Council; c)
The Scientific Advisory Committee; and d)
The Directorate.
Article V The Conference of the Parties
1.
The Conference of the Parties shall be the principal policy-making organ of the Institute.
2.
Each Party shall be a member of the Conference of the Parties.
3.
The Conference of the Parties shall meet at least once every year.
4.
The Conference of the Parties shall: a) consider and adopt measures to establish, review and update the policies and procedures of the Institute, as well as to evaluate its work and the accomplishment of its objectives; b) review periodically and approve, on the basis of recommendations of the Scientific Advisory Committee, the Scientific Agenda of the Institute and to consider and approve its long-range plans and annual program and budget, taking into account:
i) The processes or issues that are unique to the region and their significance on a global scale;
ii) The research strengths within the region and how those strengths can be best utilized in order to contribute to the global effort to understand global change; and
iii) The need to integrate research on global issues through cooperation among research institutes, among States and among the different parts of the Inter-American region, and with regional and international global change research programs. 
Article VI The Executive Council
1.
The Executive Council shall be the executive organ of the Institute.
2.
The Executive Council shall be composed of up to nine members elected by the Conference of the Parties for two-year terms, taking into account the need for balanced geographic representation.
3.
The Executive Council shall meet at least twice a year and shall strive to hold its meetings in different locations among the Parties. Article VII The Scientific Advisory Committee
1.
The Scientific Advisory Committee shall be the principal scientific advisory organ of the Institute.
2.
The Scientific Advisory Committee shall be composed of ten members elected by the Conference of the Parties to serve in their personal capacity for threeyear terms and with eligibility for a single additional term. The Conference of the Parties shall elect six Scientific Advisory Committee members from nominations received from the Parties; three from nominations received from the Scientific Advisory Committee itself; and one from nominations received from the Institute's Associates. These members shall be scientists recognized internationally for their expertise in areas relevant to the objectives of the Institute, ensuring broad subregional, regional, and worldwide representation, as well as representation from a variety of disciplines relevant to global change research.
3.
The Scientific Advisory Committee shall meet as necessary and at least once a year. 
The Scientific Advisory
Article VIII The Directorate
1.
The Directorate shall be the primary administrative organ of the Institute.
2.
The Directorate shall be composed of a Director and staff.
3. The Director shall be the highest executive officer of the Institute.
4.
The Director shall be elected by a two-thirds majority of the Conference of the Parties from nominations submitted by the Parties and for a three-year term with eligibility for a single additional term. a) The need to achieve abroad coverage of all biogeographically defined subregions of the Inter-American region;
The need to consolidate a regional network of research components focusing on the different areas of the Scientific Agenda of the Institute;
c) The ease access to the site for visiting scientists and technicians;
d)
The availability of logistics support including, inter alia, mail, telecommunications and housing:
e) The demonstrable interest of scientists and governments in conducting global change research and in cooperating with other institutions;
f) The existence of a scientific institution or nucleus at the site actively engaged, in whole or in substantive part, in global change research;
g) The likelihood of long-term stability of interest and support for the research objectives of the Institute;
h) The ability to contribute resources to the overall Institute through, inter alia, areas of specialty, expertise and location;
i) The conditions offered by the proposing Parties regarding the open and efficient transfer of institute-related funds, of easy entry to and exit from the State for personnel and equipment which are properly accredited as being associated with the work of the Institute; and j) The possibility of access to aggregate data bases and close proximity to more specialized research capabilities in subjects associated with global change and research training.
Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement by providing written notification through diplomatic channels to the Depository, six months in advance of the effective date of withdrawal, without prejudice to its compliance with the pending obligations to the ongoing projects.
5.
The General Secretariat of the Organization of the American States shall be the Depository of this Agreement.
6. This Agreement shall be registered by the Depository with the General Secretariat of the United Nations. 
